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WYDDIALL in HERTFORDSHIRE. 
1 Menſe Jun. A. D. 1789. 
＋T* village of Wyddiall in Hertfordſhire, in 


the comitatual diviſion of Edwinſtree, is a- 
bout thirty two miles diſtant from London, and 
two from Buntingford, a poſt town, part of which 
is in Wyddiall pariſh. The village is ſituated on 
ground (I was informed) nearly as high as any in 
England. It hath very few houſes, and thoſe 
chiefly of farmers and perſons employed in huſ- 
bandry. The manor houſe hath the appellation 
of Wyddiall-hall. | It was built in the ſtile that 
prevailed in the ſixteenth century, with a large 
hall, many years fince divided into ſeparate apart- 
ments. The building hath undergone ſeveral al- 
terations ſince its erection; and part of it was 
once deſtroyed by fire. e the elegant re- 
pairs of the preſent poſſeſſor it hath loſt all ap- 
pearance of antiquity; being now covered on the 
outſide with ſtucco. Taking down a partition in 
the offices, an old glaſs window of pannel work 


Was found, and a fragment of the arms of France 
= and 


rr e e 


P 


and England quartered ſurrounded with the gar- 
ter; the motto in old text letters ſtained in co- 

lours, which had been covered with plaiſtering 

a conſiderable number of years. — John Thomas 
Ellis, Eſq. M. P. is now Lord of the manor.— 
There is a handſome park ſurrounding the 2 ; 

from ſeveral parts of which are fine proſpetts ; he 
grounds are laid out with taſte and judgment, = ; 
the landſcape is prettily diverſified. The manor 
abounds with game; and there are ſeveral gentle- 
mens” ſeats within few miles. 

The pariſh church, the S. W. part of which is 
here engraved, is very near the hall, and hath 
ſome claim to antiquity : it is built with two iſles, 
and ſeparated by a row of Gothic pillars with 
arches upon them, which ſupport part of the roof. 
The entrance hath a covered porch, and at the 
Weſt end is a ſquare tower, about fifty feet high, 

wherein i is aring of five bells; upon it is a low 
1 ſpire of wood, covered with lead, ſurmounted by 
| | a vane, and crowned with a ſmall croſs. The 
I walls are conſtrufted of flint and rough ſtones, 
1 | except thoſe on the North ſide, which are a later 
| ereQion, and built with bricks. The windows 
here are more regular and conſiderable than thoſe 
in the more antient part of the church, and have 
buttreſſes between them: on this fide there is an 
entrance commodious for the family at the Ma- 
| or houfe, who have weer to the church yard 
| . Ty 8 5 through N 


LS I. 
through a door in the garden wall. The tower 
and porch are of the ſame age as the oldeſt part 
of the church, and of the ſame materials. The 
whole of the outſide walls have been covered with 

ſtucco: on the gable end of the North chancel, 
this date, 1729, appears worked in the coating.— 
The roofs are covered with tiles, and aſcended to 
from the inſide of the church by a round ſtaircaſe : 
the way to the battlements of the tower is by lad- 
8 
The Eaſt end of the Lbürch! is pafec from 
the lower part by a ſcreen of wood, and forms a 
kind of chancel : at the upper end of it is the al- 
tar. The North iſle has its upper part divided 
from the hewing, and forms the chancel where the 
family of Gulſton's bury, that were formerly lords 
of the manor: a: gentleman: of this family has 
the benefice. In the windows on the North fide 
of the church, are conſiderable fragments of beau- 
tiful coloured glaſs, repreſenting paſſages from 
evangeliſtic hiſtory. In the South window towards 
the Eaſt, one of the gothic compartments is oc- 
cupied by a figure, the unbroken part of which. is 
repreſented in the plate: it ſeems to be a ſainted 
eccleſiaſtic. In the other divifion of the fame win- 
dow hath been the figure of a layman, having alfo 
a ſaint's circle round his head; but it is fo much 
ſhattered as to leave little room for conjefture; 
The eſcutcheon over his head i is a red field with a 
white croſs. 


MONU- 
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MONUMENTAL INSCRIPTIONS, &c. 


A black marble plated grave ſtone before. the 
altar, with the inlaid braſs figures of a man and 
his family ; the inſcription in old Engliſh letters. 


Df your Charitie pray for the Soule of Jobn 
Gille, Eſquire, late Lorde of this Towne, and 
Patron of the ſame, who departed this Worlde 
the xv. day of Marche, the rrrvit. yeare of the 
rayne of our Soverayne, King Henry the 
eight, on whole ſoule Jeſu have mercy. h 


Arms, two chevrons, each charged with theoe 
mullets pierced round; in baſe a cinquefoil, on a 
canton a lion paſs: guard: impaled with a feſs: 
between three croſſes pattee charged as uy 
martlets. | | 


A black marble plated grave ſtone, before the 
altar; the inſcription old Engliſh letters. 


Under this ſtone was buried George Hyll, 
Eſquyer, beinge Lorde of this Towne, which 
had ii. Yyves, be whome he hadriifi. Children, 
and dyed the 29 day of October. the 58 pere of 

his age, in the pere of our Lorde God 4568. 
A 2 | Arms - 


Fs 2 
Arms the fame as the preceding monument, 
wanting the cinquefoil, eee three creſcents. 


A grey marble plated ſtone, parallel with the 
the two before mentioned; the inſcription in Ita- 
lian letters. 


Preterita fariter atque futura Mandent Oblivione. 


Sub flo marmore poſita ſunt corpora Fohis Gille 
Armigis et Johanne chariſſume conjugiis ejus, Qui 
cum per ſpaciu xxxvit. anor per quam amice pariter 
vixerunt ambo menſe oftobris 1600, in et nam vi- : 
tam P. Jeſum Chriſtum obdormierunt in pace. 
| Relinguentes duos filios et tres filias. 


* . 
— — 


A black marble plated grave ſtone at the en- 
trance into the altar chancel, has this menten 
in Italian letters. 1 31 


Hic requieſcit quod mortale ſuit Helene Jakes 
filie fecunde Fohannis Gulſton Armen: uæoris Jo- 
hanns Joſcelyne Armigeri. 

Sui Feſu, 1640. 
Suez Aetatis, 22. 
In via militavit armata gratia, 

In patria regnat coronata gloria. 


11 5 259 Februarii Ann. 


Arms 
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Arms 7 coats. 1. a wreath with four bells 
( morice). 2. a feſs. 3. a ſaltire engraild, 
charged with five roundles, a chief ermine. 4. 
a griffin ſegreant within a border engraild. 5. 
nine martlets, g, 3, 2 and 1, over all, an eſcutch- 
eon. 6. three eſcutcheons. 7. three chevro- 
nels impaling two bars nebule, a bend- charged. 
with three roundles, 


A 8 plated tablet in hs wall 1 N orth 
| fide the altar; a woman's portrait in braſs with 
a bock open den her inſcribed, © I have choſen 
* the way of truth, and thy judgments have layde 
e before me. Thy ſtatues have been my ſongs in 
« the houſe of my pilgrimage.” At each corner 
of the tablet a coat of arms, and under the figure 
- "We inſcription 1 in old text letters. 


pere lieth dame Margaret, the only daugh⸗ | 

ter of Str Chomas Neville, knight, brother 
to the Lorde Aburgaveny, and of the privy 
counſell to king Henry the eight, who had to 
her mother dame Katherine Fitzhewe, daugh- 
ter of the Lorde Oacres of the north; to her 
kyrſte husband, Sir Robert Sowthwell, 
knight, Mr. of the Rolls, and to her laſte, 
William-Plumbe, Eſquiyre, at whoſe Charitie 


this monument was made; and after ſhe had 
. 


? Ki 


tz) 


finiſhed the age of fifty and fyve yeres, the - 
made a moſt godly ende, the xxv. day of de 
cember, in the yere or our Lorde God, 1575. 


Arms. Firſt eſcatcheon, five coats. 1. a fal- 
tire, thereon a roſe. ' 2. checky. g. three chev- 
ronels. 4. quarterly uncharged, and a fret, over 
all a bend. 5. a feſs between ſix croſs croſſets. 


Second eſcutcheon, eight coats. 1. three 
eſcallop ſhells. 2. barry of ſix, three chaplets 
counter changed. 3. three cuſhions taſſeled and 
charged with an ermin ſpot. 4. a feſs compony 
between fix croſſes, pattee, fitchee: 5. a feſs and 
on a canton a lion paſſant. 6. Contre vair dex- 


ter chief a lioncel paſſant. 7. fretts et ſemi de 
flow'r de lis. 8. Checky. 5 


Tbird eſcutcheon, ſix coats impaled with the 
firſt eſcutcheon. 1. three cinqfoils. 2. ermine, a 
chief, in baſe two annulets linked. 3. quarterly, 
over all a bend charged with three eſcallop ſhells. 
4- a feſs between two chevrons. 5. a chevron 
between ten croſs croflets, 6. ſame as 1. 


The Fourth eſcutcheon. Ermine, a bend, 
counter vary, impaling the firſt eſcutcheon. 
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In the chancel of the- Gulſtons there is a flat 


Plated marble grave ſtone, with his effigies in FE 
_ i 
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braſs, and an apo Ny to the memory of ht 


Canon. | 


2 only copied the antient inſcriptions ; ſeve- 
ral of the more modern are to the memory of the 
family of Gulſtons, Lords of the manor : and 
there is a very neat marble memorial of Braba- 


zon Ellis, Eſq. 
H. 


„ Withiall (Hartfordſhire) North of Buntingford, and two 


miles Weſt of Aneſty, belonging a good while, by grant of 


William the Conqueror, to the family of Scales; from whom 


| it went by marriage, in the reign of Edward III. to Anthony 


de Widvill, afterwards Earl Rivers, who forfeiting it to the 
crown, it continued there till Henry VIII. granted it to George 
Canon and John Gill. The latter's deſcendant, Sir George 
Gill, being poſſeſſed of the whole in the reign of James I. fold 
it to John Goulſton, a Prothonotary of the Common Pleas, 
whoſe deſcendant, Richard, made the Park here.“ 


(Vide England's Gazetter, vol, 2. printed at London, 1751. com- 
piled by Stephen Whatley,) 


The Goulſtons diſpoſed of the eſtate to a Mr, 
Comyn, who again parted with it to Brabazon 


Ellis, Eſq. 


9 


